That a separation between the astragalus and the tibia does take place during the dependant position of the foot, is seen readily on dissection, and that it also occurs during life, the following simple experiment will, I think, show. Let a thin slip of wood, or any similar material, be firmly fixed in a horizontal position in the hollow of the sole of (say the right) foot, so as to receive as little pressure as possible when the person is standing upright, and sufficiently long to project an inch or two on either side of the foot. Let the person now stand erect; and lean the whole weight of the body on that foot, and, while so placed, let the vertical distance between the head of the fibula and the slip of wood be measured. Let the weight of the body be then transferred to the left foot, and let the right foot be slightly raised from the ground, so as to permit its weight fullv to act (still, however, keeping it horizontal, which is easily done bv observing the slip of wood), the distance, measured as before, will be found to be materially increased. 
